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I.

INTRODUCTION

This document establishes a vision for the
future of Cloverdale Five Points as a
neighborhood that provides new housing,
mixed use development, and renewed
shopping opportunities. Its purpose and
intent is to guide the physical development
of the neighborhood.
In the following
sections, use of this plan and information
about Cloverdale Five Points and
neighborhood plans are discussed in
general

neighborhood. All inquiries regarding this
plan should be directed to the planning
department staff.

The goals of this Detailed Neighborhood
Design Plan for the physical development
of the neighborhood were established
during the public participation process.
They are as follows:


To preserve the character and
services
that
makes
the
neighborhood
desirable
to
residents and customers today.



To slow the flow of traffic into, out
of and within the Cloverdale Five
Points
neighborhood
while
maintaining a pedestrian and
bicycle friendly environment

This plan is intended for use by anyone
whether residents, community groups,
developers, or others interested in existing
or new physical development in Cloverdale
Five Points.
Those with development
interest should consult this plan and are
encouraged to follow the guidance it
provides. In addition, this plan is intended
to serve as a guide for public agencies
contemplating
projects
in
the
neighborhood. This plan should be the
main document used to evaluate items
submitted for planning department review
or planning commission action that
involves the Cloverdale Five Points



To improve pedestrian accessibility
to, from and within the area



To create a safe comfortable and
inviting walking environment within
the study area that encourages
users to park once and walk
between uses



To accommodate bicyclists within
the area while minimizing conflicts
with vehicles and pedestrians



To reduce the effects of visual
clutter.



To let motorists, pedestrians, and
bicyclists know where they are and

in

finding

their



To preserve existing parks and
recreation areas and encourage
the development of additional
parks



To extend the lively commercial
area along the south side of
Fairview avenue from Boultier
Avenue to Woodley Terrace.



To maintain an intense mix of uses
with an emphasis on commercial
and residential development along
Boultier Avenue.



To create a pedestrian friendly
focal point around the Five Points
intersection of Woodley Road and
Fairview Avenue.



To create a mixed use commercial
corridor on Woodley Road from
Five Points to Woodley Terrace in
order to slow traffic and provide a
greater variety of retail

Intent of the plan

How to use this plan
Detailed Neighborhood Design plans are
plans for urban “walkable” pedestrian
friendly neighborhoods with centers, open
space and a connected multi-modal
transportation system aimed at reducing
reliance on the automobile.

assist them
destinations

Planning Process
Neighborhood
groups
and
leaders,
business owners, property owners, and
others met during numerous meetings from
February – June 2005 to discuss and plan
for the future of this area. Many of the
sketches and site plans were developed
during a Charrette from April 22-24, 2005
sponsored by Historic Southview, Inc. and
the American Institute of Architects.
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Site Description
The Cloverdale Five Points neighborhood
is centered on the intersection of Fairview
Avenue and Boultier Avenue.
The
commercial area is bordered by Cloverdale
Road on the West, Woodley road on the
south, Woodley Terrace on the east and
Navarro Avenue on the North as indicated
in the chart to the right. A quarter mile or
five minute walk from the intersection of
Fairview and Boultier is indicated by the
red dotted line. The properties affected by
this plan are highlighted in yellow on the
aerial photograph. This area is home to
Huntingdon College as well as popular and
eclectic retail establishments located along
Fairview Avenue and Woodley Road. This
is a unique area within Montgomery based
on its central location to numerous
neighborhood such as Old Cloverdale,
Cloverdale
Idylwild,
Edgewood
Neighborhood, and McGhee Estates.
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Site Plan
This drawing illustrates one possible
way the Cloverdale Five Points area
could redevelop based on the design
principles and land use policies in this
plan. This plan should be used as a
guide for the character of development
in the future.
Each colored area
matches a particular set of building
types and scales that are intended in
that area. To create a neighborhood
with a mix of uses, new development
must embrace basic design principles
as follows:
Front the street – main entrances face
the street, windows allow visibility onto
the street, and pedestrian activity
occurs on the sidewalk
Parking in the rear – surface parking
does not interrupt the streetscape.
Lots are behind the buildings and
structures are in the interior of blocks.
Streetscaping – street trees where
possible, buried or alley-fed utilities,
ample sidewalk widths, few curb cuts
or other pedestrian obstructions.
Mixture of uses – mixed-use
development engages the pedestrian
creating a round the clock environment
which creates a stronger sense of
community by allowing a broad
spectrum of housing and jobs; and
revitalizes the areas by reenergizing
struggling buildings.
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Goals and Objectives
System Strategies

drainage, to elevate sidewalks
from the level of the street and to
prevent water from entering
businesses during periods of
heavy rainfall.

A. Vehicular Circulation
Goal 1: To slow the flow of traffic into,
out of and within the Cloverdale Five
Points neighborhood while maintaining
a pedestrian and bicycle friendly
environment.
Objectives

1.31.3

1.1

1.1 Reconfigure the intersection of
Woodley Road, Fairview Avenue,
and Cloverdale Road using a
center traffic-calming device.
1.2 Reconfigure the intersection of
Woodley Terrace and Woodley
Road creating a four way
intersection.
1.3 Install a three way stop or
alternative traffic control device at
the intersection of Fairview Avenue
and Woodley terrace.
1.4 Narrow lane widths along Woodley
Road,
Boultier
Avenue
and
Fairview Avenue to 10-12 feet to
slow traffic and accommodate
wider sidewalks.

1.2
1.2

1.5 Create a consistent curb height
along Woodley Road and Fairview
Avenue complete with gutters that
accommodate
storm
water
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B. Bicycle and pedestrian Circulation
Goal 1: to improve pedestrian
accessibility to, from and within the
area.

neighborhoods to walk
Cloverdale Five Points.

to

the

Objectives:
1.1 Install crosswalks with pedestrian
signalization at all intersections
along Fairview Avenue and
Woodley Road as indicated on the
Site Plan.
1.2 Repair existing sidewalks on all
streets within the study area to be
ADA
accessible
and
to
accommodate safe pedestrian
movement.
1.3 Study pedestrian movement from
Huntingdon College campus and
provide a safe and easy access to
the commercial areas.

Recommended

1.4 Create a new pedestrian walkway
from Fairview Avenue to Woodley.
1.5 Improve the lighting and remove
obstructions from Bud’s alley to
encourage
pedestrian
cross
through traffic.
1.6 Improve the lighting in the alley
between El Ray’s and Stonehenge
to encourage pedestrian traffic.
1.7 Construct new sidewalks from
Fairview to Felder avenue along
Boultier Avenue and encourage
residents of the surrounding
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Goal 2: To create a safe, comfortable and
inviting walking environment within the
study area that encourages users to park
once and walk between uses.
Objectives:
2.1

Develop a consistent streetscape
along Fairview Avenue, Boultier
Avenue and Woodley Road
complete
with
street
trees,
benches, trash receptacles, and
other
pedestrian
amenities
strategically located so as not to
interfere
with
pedestrian
movement.

2.2

Construct wider sidewalks
depicted on the site plan.

2.3

Install curb extensions as shone
on the site plan in order to reduce
the
width
of
roadway
at
intersections
thereby
slowing
vehicles
down
where
the
pavement width narrows and
reducing the distance pedestrians
have to travel to cross the street.

2.4

Locate street trees as shown on
the site plan and choose species
that are appropriate for the urban
environment and location of
existing and future utilities.

2.5

Install pedestrian scaled sidewalk
lighting that defines the pedestrian
space and illuminates the sidewalk
at a level that is consistent with
pedestrian activities.

2.6

Study the need for additional
lighting along Woodley, Fairview
and Boultier.

2.7

Adopt an outdoor dining ordinance
for the area.

as
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Goal 3: To accommodate bicyclists within
the area, while minimizing conflicts with
vehicles and pedestrians.
Objectives:
3.1

Designate Woodley Road and
Fairview Avenue as a “Signed
Shared Roadway” (SSR) since the
existing
physical
constraints
cannot accommodate bike lanes or
wide outside travel lanes.

3.2

Install bike0-safe storm gates,
bicycle sensitive traffic signals, and
bicycle signage along Fairview
Avenue and Woodley Road.

3.3.

Place bike racks at strategically
located places to encourage bike
use within the community.
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C. Parking and Access
Goal 1: To assure appropriate, adequate,
safe and convenient parking within the
area.
Objectives:
1.1

Develop shared parking plans for
mixed use development when
uses are located near one another
and have different peak parking
demands and operating hours

1.2

Construct new lots that share
access to existing parking lots to
minimize street curb cuts and
adjacent driveways.

1.3

Structured parking is encouraged
as properties redevelop, but when
surface parking is appropriate,
locate surface parking areas to the
rear or side of buildings.

1.4

Construct parking structure behind
buildings; if they must be built
fronting a public street, provide
landscaping to soften and hide
them from public view.

1.5

Create well defined sidewalks and
pathways that permit pedestrians
to move safely and comfortably
from their vehicles into buildings

1.6

Define on-street parking along
Fairview Avenue, Woodley Road
and Boultier Avenue with buildouts
and landscaping as depicted on
the Site Plan
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D. Landscaping and Buffering
Goal 1: To reduce the effects of visual
clutter.
Objectives
1.1 Preserve the health of mature trees in
front of Cloverdale School and behind
the retail buildings on the south side of
Fairview Avenue. Plant new trees in
these locations to eventually replace
those that are currently there.
1.2 Screen utilities, meter boxes, heating
and cooling units and other building
systems that are visible from a public
right-of-way.
1.3 Plant annuals and perennials in
planter boxes and provide additional
opportunities to plant season color
along the street.
1.4 Consolidate newspapers in one rack
instead of multiple racks spread out
through community.
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E. Signage
Goal: To let motorists, pedestrians, and
bicyclists know where they are and assist
them in finding their destinations
Objectives:
1.1

Develop a signage program that
creates guidelines for signage to
be used in the public right-of-way
that establishes an identity for the
area.

1.2

Use signs to clearly convey a
message. Design signs with
simple, straightforward shapes.
Use lettering styles that are simple,
early to read, and in proportion
with the rest of the sign.

1.3

Design street and directional
signage to be compatible in
material, color character and scale
with other signage and buildings in
the area.

1.4

Create signage that is appropriate
in scale for motorists, as well as for
pedestrians and bicyclists.
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Goals and Objectives
Land Use Strategies
A. Community Space
Goal 1: to preserve existing natural
features
and
take
advantage
of
opportunities to create parks and plazas.
Objectives:
1.1 Dedicate property in front of Cloverdale
School as a public park.
1.2 Reconfigure intersection of Woodley
Road and Fairview Avenue to create
additional public space.
1.3 Improve
pedestrian
access
to
Cloverdale Park and Cloverdale
Idylwild Park.
1.4 Create a community plaza on the south
side of Fairview at the corner of
Boultier and Fairview Avenue and as
shown on the site plan.
1.5 Create a community plaza on Woodley
Road as indicated on the Site Plan
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B. Buildings and Lots
Goal 1: To extend the lively commercial
area along Fairview avenue west of
Boultier all the way to Woodley Terrace.
Objectives:
1.1

Construct new buildings along
Fairview Avenue that cater to
small, owner–occupied businesses
that are unique to Montgomery.

1.2

Create space for Office and /or
residential use above all new and
redeveloped buildings.

1.3

Provide the opportunity to develop
a market or small grocery store
with
office
space/
and
or
residential units above.

1.4

Construct buildings close to the
sidewalk to provide convenient
pedestrian access and narrow the
perceived width of the street.

1.5

Require building facades at street
level to be taller than other floors
and include larger window areas to
encourage their use as retail.

1.6

Encourage a mix of architecture
that reinforces the diversity of
styles within the area.

16

Goal 2: To maintain an intense mix of uses
with an emphasis on commercial and
residential development along Boultier
Avenue.
Objectives:
2.1

Infill surface parking lots and
underutilized lots along Boultier
Avenue with a mix of retail, office
and residential as indicated on the
site plan

2.2

Construct buildings close to the
sidewalk to provide convenient
pedestrian access and narrow the
perceived width of the street.

2.3

Require building facades at street
level to be taller than other floors
and include larger window areas to
encourage their use as retail.

2.4

Encourage a mix of architecture
that reinforces the diversity of
styles within the area.

2.5

On the north east corner of
Boultier and Fairview construct a
retail establishment with an
outdoor seating area in the spirit of
Café Dumond in New Orleans.
(see inset picture top right)
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Goal 3: Create a pedestrian friendly focal
point at the Five Points intersection of
Woodley Road and Fairview Avenue.
Objectives:
3.1 Redevelop property surrounding five
points to create a focal point around
new traffic calming device.
3.2 Construct buildings close to the
sidewalk
to
provide
convenient
pedestrian access and narrow the
perceived width of the street.
3.3 Construct buildings close to the
sidewalk
to
provide
convenient
pedestrian access and narrow the
perceived width of the street.
3.4 Require building facades at street level
to be taller than other floors and
include larger window areas to
encourage their use as retail.
3.5 Encourage a mix of architecture that
reinforces the diversity of styles within
the area.
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Goal 4: Create a mixed use commercial
corridor on Woodley Road from Five Points
to Woodley Terrace in order to slow traffic
and provide a greater variety of retail
Objectives:
4.1 Construct
new
buildings
along
Woodley Avenue that cater to small,
owner –occupied businesses that are
unique to Montgomery.
4.2 Create space for Office and /or
residential use above all new and
redeveloped buildings.
4.3 Provide the opportunity to develop a
market or small grocery store with
office space/ and or residential units
above.
4.4 Construct buildings close to the
sidewalk
to
provide
convenient
pedestrian access and narrow the
perceived width of the street.
4.5 Require building facades at street level
to be taller than other floors and
include larger window areas to
encourage their use as retail.
4.6 Encourage a mix of architecture that
reinforces the diversity of styles within the
area.
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V. SmartCode Overlay
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Exhibit E: Street Cross Sections
Fairview cross section: Five points to
Boultier
Facing East
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APPENDIX A: PUBLIC PROCESS
I. Introduction:
The Cloverdale Five Points Detailed
Neighborhood Design Plan was developed
in
cooperation
with
the
City
of
Montgomery,
Historic Southview, Inc. and the American
Institute of Architects. The initial plan was
developed over the course of
eighteen (18) months during
which the drafters of this plan met
with
neighbors,
residents,
landowners and business owners.
Plans were developed with input
from six (6) of the residential
neighborhood
associations
surrounding
Cloverdale
Five
Points. Over the past eighteen
months
there
have
been
numerous meetings with all
stakeholders in the area in order
to ascertain their vision for the
community.
Without
the
cooperation of the City of
Montgomery this plan would not
have been possible. The City of
Montgomery planning staff has
been an invaluable resource for
obtaining all the necessary
information to compile this document. The
American Institute of Architects has also
served a major role in providing all of the
maps, sketches and diagrams free of
charge for this master plan.

II. Community Vision:
The vision is one of pedestrian oriented
commercial centers. Therefore, in any
development
which
occurs
within
Cloverdale Five Points, the pedestrian and
walkability should be the principle goal of
any new development within the corridor.

This
includes
providing
adequate
sidewalks,
signage,
lighting
and
landscaping in order to encourage
pedestrian use. This concept also calls for
providing pedestrian sidewalks into the
residential areas in order to enable

residents to walk from their homes directly
into the commercial corridors. Secondly,
the vision incorporates the idea that
corridor should provide a mix of services in
order to fill all the needs of the community.
These services include a range of
commercial uses including but not limited
to restaurants of all price ranges, grocery
stores, corner markets, all types of retail,
hardware
stores
and
general
merchandise.
The vision also calls for the
commercial corridors to be family
friendly which requires each corridor
to be safe and contain family friendly
entertainment and services. While
bars and restaurants which serve
alcohol
are
welcome
in
the
community, they must at the same
time be respectful of the fact that
children and families are an integral
part of the neighborhood and must
feel welcome within all three (3)
commercial corridors. Furthermore,
the vision also states that the
commercial corridors must be true
town centers with a sense of place.
This requires each of the three (3)
town centers to have its own unique
style and feel which distinguishes it from
the other two (2) town centers. Each town
center must have a natural edge to it and
there must be adequate gateways entering
into the town center to let both pedestrians
and vehicle traffic know that they are

27

indeed entering a unique place with its own
character.
The fundamental concept is to
create town centers that are themselves a
whole instead of independent strip malls or
separate retail establishments. Instead, all
of the businesses must fit into the
community as a whole.
The vision
establishes the broad guidelines for
development within the community. The
values that set forth those specific
principles are to guide all development
decisions within the area.

Preservation:
The community felt very strongly that the
current historic character of the community
must be preserved for future generations.
Therefore, any planning process must
include restrictions which would maintain
the community’s current character. At the
same time, the community was equally
concerned
about
encouraging
development within the neighborhood.

Smart Growth
This development, however, must be in
line with current principles of smart growth
and new urbanism as set out more fully in
this document.

Diversity

III. Community Values:
The overriding vision was to maintain the
sense of community while attracting
economic development into the area. This
vision is further expressed in the values of
the community.
Those values are:
preservation, smart growth and diversity.

Finally, the community was also concerned
with maintaining the diversity that currently
exists within the area. All stakeholders felt
equally strong that the area should
welcome all neighbors regardless of
economic background or status. These
values were the guiding principles for
developing this Master Plan and any
decisions made as a result of this Master
Plan, must comport with those values as
stated herein.

IV. Planning Process:
This plan was developed as a result of
numerous meetings with stakeholders, as
well as a design charrette, which was held
on April 20 through 23, 2005.

A.

Historic Southview, Inc.

Historic Southview, Inc. is a non-profit
corporation
representing
six
(6)
neighborhood associations and three (3)
commercial corridors. Historic Southview
was founded along the principles of the
Alabama Main Street Program. The three
(3) over-arching goals of the organization
is to (1) help to design and revitalize
pedestrian friendly town centers; (2) to
recruit those businesses and residences
into the area that share a common vision
with Historic Southview; and (3) to promote
the community in order to encourage more
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economic development within the area
defined as “Historic Southview”.
Although founded in November, 2004,
Historic Southview began organizing in
December, 2003. From December, 2003
through the summer of 2004, an
organizational team consisting of local
attorneys, real estate developers, bankers,
architects and city planners began holding
informational meetings with the presidents
of the various neighborhood associations
and commercial associations in the area.
As a result of those meetings, a board of
directors was established representing all
nine of the major associations and
neighborhoods within the Southview area .
In November, 2004, the Board of Directors
(the “Board”) filed the Articles of
Incorporation and adopted the Historic
Southview Bylaws. In December, 2004
and January, 2005, the Board developed
the Historic Southview strategic plan
outlining the mission, vision, purpose,
goals and core values of the organization.
In February, 2005, the Board voted to
partner with the American Institute of
Architects and hold a design charrette for
the Cloverdale Five Points area.

B.

PreCharrette Process:

In February of 2005, the precharrette team
was formed consisting of representatives
from Historic Southview, Inc. and the AIA.
This team met weekly from February
through April of 2005 to plan for the

Pre-charrette publicity was intense. Signs
were posted throughout the community
advertising the event, and the Montgomery
Advertiser stories detailing the process and
advertising the dates.
Also, Historic
Southview, Inc. sponsored a pre-charrette
newspaper which was mailed to over 2,000
members within the community.

Community input

charrette. This planning included logistics,
publicity, and public input.

Community input prior to the charrette was
a critical concern for the planners.
Numerous individual meetings were held
with primary stakeholders and large land
owners. On February 21, 2005, leadership
from Historic Southview, Inc. and the AIA
met with the board members from all six
residential neighbhorhoods and three
commercial corridors in the area. A precharrette public forum was held on March
22, 2005 to educate the public about the
process, and a second meeting was held
on April 4, 2005 for those businesses and
landowners within the Cloverdale Five
points community.

Logistics:

C.

Many restaurants in the area donated
meals for the four day event, and
Huntingdon
College
donated
their
classrooms to hold the meetings.
Individual archetics and firms donated
supplies for the event.

Publicity

Charrette

The Charrette was held from April 22-24,
2005 and was attended by 30 architects
from 11 different firms. On the first day of
the charrette, the architects divided into
three teams. Each team developed a site
plan based on the goals as developed
during the pre charrette process. The
teams then reassembled in the afternoon
and presented the three plans during a
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public meeting of approximately 80
residents, land owners and business
owners.
On the second day of the charrette, the
architects incorporated design ideas from
the three plans and public input, and
developed a site plan for the area. These
ideas and plans were then presented
during a final public meeting held on the
third day of the charrette.

Current land use study

D.

Post Charrette public input

From April through June 2005, the plans
developed at the charrette were posted for
public viewing at Stonehenge, a local art
dealership in Cloverdale Five Point. A
comment box was made available for
anyone to provide comments.
The
comments which were collected are
attached as appendix C.
Numerous
meetings were held with local stakeholders
as detailed in the timeline established in

Traffic pattern study

Appendix B, and a final public input
session was held on June 21, 2005.
A draft neighborhood plan was developed
with the help of the AIA from June through
December 2005 and the plan was
redistributed to the neighborhoods for their
approval Attached at Appendix D and
Appendix E are resolutions from the Old
Cloverdale Business Coalition and Historic
Southview, Inc. indicating their approval of
this document.

Proposed land use
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APPENDIX B: TIMLINE OF PUBLIC INPUT
Date
February 21, 2005
March 22, 2005
April 4, 2005
April 22, 2005
April 24, 2005
May – June 2005
May 26, 2005
May 31, 2005
June 4, 1005
June 4, 2005
June 11, 2005
June 21, 2005

Time
7:00 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
5:30 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
2:00 P.M.
N/A
7:00P.M.
5:30P.M
11:00 A.M.
10:00 A.M.
11:00A.M
7:00P.M.

Attendees
Board members of six residential associations and three business associations.
Open to Public
Cloverdale five points property and business owners
Open to Public
Open to Public
Plans on display at Stonehenge
Open to Public
Fairview Avenue townhouse owners
Woodley Terrace residents
Southside Woodley Road residents
Cloverdale Road residents
Open to Public

Representatives of Historic Southview, Inc. met individually with all major property owners in the area both prior to and after the
charrette.
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APPENDIX C. CHANGES TO CHARRETTE SITE PLAN

There are a couple of critical differences between the final site plan and the initial plan drafted during the charrette. Those include:
1) A narrow (20ft) two way traffic lane was added in the final plan to link Woodley road and Fairview Avenue. This alley creates a
new four way intersection on both Woodley and Fairview which allows access to the mid block parking lot and parking on the
south side of Woodley. The charrette plan only had one access to the mid block parking lot which was too close to the Woodley
Terrace intersection. Also, vehicular traffic will provide those stores located on the alley more visibility.
2) Retail and office space was added to both sides of Boultier Avenue. In the charrette plan surface parking was planned on both sides
of Boultier Avenue. In keeping with the goal of encouraging pedestrian traffic from the residential area north of Cloverdale Five
Points, the commercial and residential housing was added to draw pedestrian traffic down Boultier from the Old Cloverdale
Neighborhood. By changing the parking from parallel to pull in parking, the surface parking in the initial plan is no longer
necessary under the SmartCode.
3) The community amphitheater on the north side of Fairview Avenue was converted to outdoor dining in the spirit of Café Dumond.
There was some fear that a community amphitheater would not be adequately used given its size and may not be maintained. A
privately owned outdoor dining area would serve as a gathering place for the community and would overlook the civic area across
the street. The new building on the east side of Boultier will also better frame the civic area in front of Cloverdale School.
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APPENDIX D. FINAL SITE PLAN
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APPENDIX E. FAÇADE IMPROVEMENTS
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APPENDIX F: IMMEDIATE ACTIONS

Existing
Conditions

Phase I

Phase II
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APPENDIX G: UTILITY PLACEMENT

Existing Utilities

Proposed Utilities
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APPENDIX H. COMMUNITY INPUT
The following is a compiled list of the comments received from the comment forms in the drop box at the public display of
the Cloverdale Business District Masterplan Charrette results:
Three-way stop sign at Boultier and Fairview to slow traffic.
Please have billboard removed from above cleaners. It’s really an eyesore and has been for a long time!
So excited!
I would like to see sidewalks on both sides on College Street.
I would like to see the Clover restoration and called Clover. Admission Should be 25 cents! This is what I paid on Saturday morning
in 1958-59.
This is being done a fair amount in the intown Atlanta Neighborhoods (spell check!). it looks … new to me. In other words, not
necessarily an improvement, but new. Two things to think about. Parking overflow. & Traffic Constriction. Good Luck!!!
Excellent ideas. The similar ideas are being worked on in our shopping center in Martie (sp?), Long Island, NY. Community loves it.
(word?) a very (word?) idea which will help the community in a very big way. Please keep me informed about the program.
Extend Boultier – yes
Open Alley between Dr. building and jewelers – yes
Add trees and lighting – yes
Plant circle at 5 points – yes
More off street parking – yes
Please put sidewalks on Woodley Rd. and to save all our trees and encourage low cost rent housing on Woodley.
Please include raised-level pedestrian crosswalks which will slow (across Woodley, Fairview, and Woodley Terrace) down traffic and
provide easier walking in wet weather. Thanks
P.S. Save our existing Large trees!
Where is our avenue for a tree ordinance?
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Please consider working in a labyrinth pattern into the flat plaza space brickwork. This offers something beautiful to see and sets
tone of calm and a place to meet and do some “exercise” or make as part of destination/event package – i.e. get a pizza and walk
the lab or I’ll wait for you and walk the lab ‘til you get here. My limited reading suggests that the Cretan pattern is both easier to
modify to specific areas and to just figure out the laying out and walking on later. Please save all our trees as possible. Please call
to see my labyrinth books and charts.
Thanks
Is there any hope of getting the billboard removed?
Underground wiring would be an improvement.
All Plans look Super!
Really Like the Roundabout at 5points.
Would like to see amphitheater at Cloverdale School developed. – Great for concerts or outdoor movies (i.e. movies in the park in
Homewood, AL)
Thanks to all for the many hours given on this project. It must be exciting to know you are making such a significant contribution to
our city and the lives of our families and future generations. Kudos all!
I attended the meeting at Stonehenge last Saturday. I was impressed with the plans presented to improve the Cloverdale triangle.
We have no objections to the proposed plans that would allow apartments on top of businesses. We live (in the immediate area).
We think the value of our property would increase with such a change.
Parking (as you know) is always a major concern. It looks like you have addressed this with the new “interior” parking lot. An actual
count of current and proposed parking spaces would help.
I really like the roundabout to slow traffic and demarcate the district.
This is so exciting and Envision is available to help in any way. I love Smart Growth!!
Do busses come close enough that people could get off and walk to the business district? (tourists, trolleys)
Thanks for all your work on this!
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On the plan there are only 2-3 parking spaces, not even, per storefront. I don’t think this design helps our current and ever-present
parking issues. People that come to our establishments- that is all they complain about! Help please!
I am concerned that the construction needs to be monitored by someone other than the city. Long term, it looks great; but in the
short term, how long will this construction take?
Great Ideas!
Love fewer lights, more stop signs.
Love narrower streets, wider sidewalks, more trees.
Love rotary.
Love shops with living above.
Just returned from Providence, RI, Benefit St., and one of the birthplaces of historic preservation and noticed that power lines go right
through trees. The tree branches are not cut around the lines and they had 20+ snow storms last year.
Much concern expressed about short term parking shortage that would be created by paralleling the 1000 & 1100 blocks of E.
Fairview. Any ideas for interim fixes?
Scale of building – types proposed for 1100 block of E. Fairview seems as if it might overpower those in the 1000 block. Is this a
valid concern or just an optical illusion?
Some stated skepticism re: economic feasibility of many portions of plan. Is there any way to propose a reasonable timeline?
The plaza design is too much of a pipe dream and doesn’t fit with the Cloverdale feel. Also the two-story designs don’t work – too
East Chase. The designs that seem the best are the ones that work with the buildings that already exist. Cloverdale looks wonderful
as it is now, but these would certainly improve the look.
1. Start on Decatur
2. Pedestrian mall
3. Incorporate the church
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I like the idea of traffic calming devices like roundabouts, traffic humps & plateaus. I come to the area for the Capri and restaurants
and this would make it more attractive and safer.

Jeanne E Shaffer, PhD.
Robert S. Barmettler, Lt. Colonel, USAF (Ret.), PhD.
Dear “Charrette Design Plan Reviewers”:
The width of Woodley Road, in front 1062 Woodley Road, is 25 feet from its white edge on the North side to its white edge on the
South side.
At your “Charrette Design Plan Review” meeting we, Jeanne E. Shaffer and I (Robert S. Barmettler), discovered that the widening of
Woodley Road has been, more or less, put on hold. Which does not mean that the threat to widen Woodley Road has been
eliminated. It only means that it has been put on the shelf until the next group wants to take it off the proverbial shelf. The private
citizen is never safe from having his or her property taken by hostile “Imminent Domain” oriented Governments (Local, City, County,
State, or Federal). Neither is the private citizen safe from the sweet tea drinking local community, the “do-gooders” who want to do
something “good” for the neighborhood by taking any private citizen’s property, for the purpose of making the area more beautiful
and more valuable.
Jeanne E. Shaffer and I spent quite a bit of Saturday afternoon, after the Charrette meeting, in the process of measuring the width of
streets, side walks and the green areas between the streets and sidewalks.
We found that most of the green areas were from zero to ten feet wide, and most of the sidewalks were six feet wide. So, assuming
the required width of eight feet for parallel parking, six feet for a sidewalk and six feet for a green area between the edge of the street
to the sidewalk, the overall width required to accommodate a parallel parking plan, a modest green area, and a six foot sidewalk,
would require a space of twenty feet from the current South white edge of Woodley Road, which would protrude into our property at
1062 Woodley Road.
We, Jeanne E. Shaffer and Robert S. Barmettler, are not willing to give up that much of our property without a very serious fight, no
matter how much the local beautifiers and property evaluators may think themselves justified to take our property.
The line of trees on the front berm, near the South side of Woodley Road, which we started planting in 1976, would have to be
eliminated altogether; because the edge of the berm is about eight feet from the southern white edge of Woodley Road, the
suggested area for lateral parking.
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As we have stated, we would be happy to go along with a sidewalk on the South side of Woodley Road, since the City, The
Community, or some other entity of Government has already declared the right of “easement” through that part of our property which
borders Woodley Road.
Jeanne and I want it clearly understood that we are not willing to give up our property bordering Woodley Road for any other purpose
except to accommodate a sidewalk, which the City of Montgomery, or the Old Cloverdale Community should have put into its original
plan anyway.
In conclusion, we are both aware that a private citizen can lose all of his or her rights, if the Government, at whatever level, wants to
abuse its citizens with the threat of property seizure, financial penalties, or, even death, which is always the bottom line when it
comes to freedom.

Email to Historic Southview, Inc. Board – 5 December 2005:
From: George H. B. Mathews
The east boundary of my property is the east side of the alley that runs behind the spaces rented by Skinner, Bagwell, Edwards (two
spaces), and Haardt. Going west from there my property includes the adjacent building occupied by those tenancies and the parking
lot-drive thru that abuts their entrances, and ends at Parker Smith Laundry.
Concerns:
1)Alleyway: The neighborhood design plan that you were kind enough to furnish provides on pg 6 in pertinent part: "....remove
obstructions from bud's alley to encourage pedestrian cross through traffic..."
This is a service alley, and is used on a daily basis by Bud Skinner's employees. Changing it from a service alley to a pedestrian
pass through would diminish the type uses to which space currently occupied by Bud's (and the adjacent spaces I own) could
be used in the future.
I would oppose eliminating the service character of the alleyway as it reduces my potential tenant base; frankly, I think many patrons
of the Cloverdale area would feel that the neighborhood as a whole would not be as appealing if I were unable to find a first
rate restaurant or bar willing to occupy any of those spaces I own because the rental did not include an adjacent service alley.
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Related to the matter of the alleyway is the matter of screening trash receptacles. The roll-out and other trash containers that
frequently line the south side of Fairview, just west of the alley way, belong, as I understand it, to Bud's Bar, Cafe Louisa, Tomatinos
(and perhaps others).
While I know that some trash is also kept in the alleyway, and then moved onto Fairview periodically for pick-up, it seems that rather
than trying to make the alleyway a public pass-through, consideration could be given to possibly making greater use of the alleyway
for trash receptacles and possibly having it picked up on the south end of the alleyway--that would seem to have possible merit
regardless of the width of the sidewalk on Fairview Avenue. Obviously to be implemented such a plan would have to
involve agreement by all concerned, but I would be happy to consider a proposal for the use of my alleyway if the various tenants
on the east and west side of the alleyway would come up with a specific proposal in consultation with the City.
Incidentally, there is a section in the Cloverdale Five Points Neighborhood Design Plan dealing with reducing the visual effects of
clutter (pg 10, section 1.2). Surprisingly no mention is made of trash containers and how to deal with them though that is likely the
number one visual clutter problem in the area.
2) Parking changes.
a) As you know the shops along Fairview Avenue enjoy a 100% occupancy rate; and they have done so for years; hence I am
concerned about the City's plan, as promoted by Historic Southview, to reduce the parking in 1000 block of Fairview, when
Fairview is already very successful economically.
If the occupancy rate were low, then I would be much more willing to take the risk of reducing the spaces and also changing the type
parking in exchange for wider sidewalks in hopes that the increased sidewalk width would raise the occupancy rate. But the
occupancy rate is already as high as it can go on Fairview.
b) If parking is reduced on the south side of the 1000 block of Fairview that will inevitably make competition for the reduced
spaces greater and thus more motorists having no business with my tenants will nonetheless park in my spaces on the west side of
my building that are reserved for my tenants.
c) As I understand it, the reduced parking in the 1000 block is to be made up by changing the present parallel parking in the 1100
block (the Cloverdale School block) to angled parking.
My shops are the most removed from this area; when the heat index is above 100 I think a number of shoppers will be discouraged
by the prospect of parking somewhere in the next block, shopping in my retail shops, and carrying their parcels back to the their
vehicles. As far as the temperature is concerned, it less of a problem after dark but the merchants I rent to (as opposed to service
establishments) are not open at night.
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Lastly I have a question concerning the City's project application for Fairview. Unless I have overlooked it, it contains not a word
about changing the parking in the 1100 block to angled from parallel. On the contrary according to the application there are to be no
such changes:
"Ten feet of sidewalk width will be added to the existing sidewalks along one part [the 1000 block] of this commercial
area to encourage outdoor tables to improve the ambiance and attract more visitors. The segment of the project on
the eastern end of Fairview from Narrow Lane Road to Cloverdale is presently a two-lane road, and there are no plans
to change this. The city right-of-way is 80 feet on this stretch and parallel parking is allowed along most of it [the 1100
block]."
The application does describe striping a bicycle lane from Narrow Lane Road to Cloverdale Road. Surely, if the application
contemplated changing the parking to angled, (and I would have supposed thus reducing the width of the two traffic lanes in that
block to accommodate the angled parking) that would have been mentioned. (See paragraphs 5 & 6 of the application.)
While I am uncertain about whether reducing parking in the 1000 block to get wider sidewalks (assuming increased parking in the
1100 block) is a good idea, I am certain that reducing the parking in the 1000 block with no corresponding increase in parking the
1100 block is a bad idea.
You indicated in your Nov 18 email to me that the 1100 block would be converted to angled and that it would "...begin on the
Huntingdon end and move toward the shopping area to provide additional spaces earlier rather than later." Others have likewise said
that the parking in the 1100 block would be changed to angled parking in exchange for reduced parking and wide sidewalks in the
1000 block.
I wish you would verify that the parking in the 1100 block is, in fact, to be converted to angled parking, that this is to take
place before the parking in the 1000 block is converted, or advise me that the City's application does indeed mean what it appears to
say--that there are to be no changes in parking in the 1100 block of Fairview.
Thank you very much for your continued assistance to us.
Letter submitted to Design Director for Historic Southview, Inc. Board – 23 March 2005:
OVERRIDING THEME
I think what you said about the goals of changing Cloverdale being “increased livability” and “increased economic viability”
are exactly correct. You want both, and you would not want one without the other.
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My Suggestions
In no particular order, they are:
1)
Smoking – In light of Montgomery’s newly onerous smoking restrictions, at least with respect to new business, require
outdoor restaurant and bar areas, and the separate access to and restroom facilities for those areas, that is now required by
Montgomery’s smoking ordinance, in order for smoking to be allowed.
EXAMPLE: Los Angeles
2)
Two story structures – Require two story structures, so as to maximize the number of businesses that can occupy a
single building footprint.
EXAMPLE: Austin’s Sixth Street district
3)

Mixed use – Encourage mixed use buildings (i.e., residence over business, business over business)

As for the lay of the new Cloverdale area, see the attached drawing. The area of Fairview Avenue directly in front of 1048 nightclub
should be dug up and turned into a park. This will entail Huntingdon’s donating, or granting easement to, a part of the old Cloverdale
school grounds.
THE KEY TO THE PROCESS
The key to the whole process will be keeping automobile access to the new business areas created by the renovation. That
can be accomplished by making sure you have plenty of parking in nearby peripheral areas.
The central area, i.e., what is now Fairview Avenue in front of 1048 night club, can then be converted to a pedestrian/green
space, and the car drive won’t mind, since they will still be able to drive and park their cars nearby.
Thanks for giving me the opportunity to submit this. If you have any questions, please call me.
Notes Received:
I am so glad plans are going forward to remodel the area.
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Here is one suggestion: Please remove the large billboard at the intersection of E. Fairview and Woodley Road. It is such a
distraction and is very unsightly.
Thank you,
Sybil B. Knox
As a member of the Cloverdale Association, through Hazel Hedge, I would like to put in a request that the billboard over the
dry cleaners at Fairview and Cloverdale and Woodley to be removed as a part of the refurbishing of the shopping area. A billboard is
at odds with the ambience we look forward to achieving.
This is a very exciting project.
Anne B. Waldo
Letter to the Old Cloverdale representative of Historic Southview Inc.;
I can’t attend March 22nd’s public input meeting and overview, because I’ll be out of town for my daughter’s college visits. So
I’ve typed up some random thoughts that may or may not contribute to the forum. Please use them as you see fit.
Some additional concerns not included in the attached Random Thoughts:
1. Jazz and Blues Club 1048 and the old Kat ‘n’ Harry’s building (owned by Bud’s) detract from the neighborhood’s
appearance. Perhaps the Association could broker a deal for Club 1048’s move to a renovated Kat ‘n’ Harry’s building.
2. Huntingdon needs help with landscaping. Of course, Huntingdon has a money problem, but their groundskeepers need
aesthetic guidance. A year or so ago they butchered the old crepe myrtles in from of the campus, and recently they’ve
done it again in front of the old Cloverdale School. Furthermore, they have had a problem with excessive or inappropriate
signage.
3. Perhaps the Association can help businesses that may not be able to finance upgrades to connect with potential “angels,”
such as sympathetic lumberyards and paint stores.
Random Thoughts on the Cloverdale Business District
Boundaries of the Project
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Triangle bounded by Fairview Avenue, Woodley Road, and Woodley Terrace
Better – include Cloverdale Christian Church to the Cloverdale Fire House
Better yet – all the way to MCC (in other words, Huntingdon’s Fairview frontage)
General Appearance
Main Street USA, “real” with diversity of business signage, awnings, landscaping, colors, lighting, etc.
No – theme park, Disneyland, phony-colonie, cutesy gaslights and hanging baskets, etc.
Critical Maintenance Concerns
General cleanliness requires at least quarterly steam cleaning of sidewalks and street sweeping. Garbage management, especially
of the restaurants and the townhouses just west of the Capri.
The city could ensure early morning pickup, especially on Mondays.
Perhaps black plastic bags could be used rather than the green cans.
Landscaping should be practical. Don’t build or plant that which cannot or will not be maintained. Think of all seasons. For
example, shrubbery is preferable to flowers, which would be impractical for most businesses (although Sinclair’s seems to be
succeeding with flowers).
The Association should strongly recommend that new construction, renovations, upgrades, etc. Should be done with permanent
materials (for example, brick and concrete, rather than wood and dravit.)
Guidance to Property/Business Owners
All business/property owners should be provided with a brochure of general aesthetic guidance on colors appropriate to specific
architectural styles/periods, landscaping, signage, garbage/trash, awning, parking, window/door treatments, etc.
In addition to written general guidelines, an unofficial, discreetly-selected “taste committee” should offer free aesthetic advice on a
take-it-or-leave-it basis.
Parking
Business employees should be encouraged to park somewhere other than in the 1000 block of Fairview.
Signage restricting parking to patrons of contiguous businesses should be uniform throughout the business district.
Paving
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The street surface in the 1000 (Capri) block of Fairview should be leveled with continuous curbs constructed on both sides of the
street.
Perhaps a slightly wider sidewalk could be realized without street leveling.
Consideration to sidewalk paving materials must be given if the utilities are buried, because the sidewalk will inevitably have to be
torn up from time to time to access the underground utility lines. (See comment immediately below about alternative of running the
utility lines on poles behind the business blocks.)
Utilities
Utility lines should be put underground if Alabama Power, etc., foots the bill, except, of course, for individual underground utility
hookups.
An alternative to putting the utility lines underground could be to put the lines on utility poles behind the business district.
Lamp standards should be special, but definitely not cutesy gaslights.
______________________________________
Cloverdale Five Points Charrette
Citizen Reaction to Presentations
Sunday, April 24, 2005
(transcribed by Barbara Pate)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thought it was good… real good.
Chamber of Commerce has a big stake in this.
I’d walk if I could get down there (said by a resident of LeGrand Place).
Schools are a problem that are driving property values down and people to Prattville and Auburn (said by Doug Gurney,
owner 1048).
Want tables with umbrellas on the sidewalks.
Very exciting.
Need a preschool within walking distance of Five Points.
Pick up kids for lunch and walk.
Have a farmers’ market once or twice a week.
Need better lit streets at night.
Commercialize Boultier all the way to Navarro.

(captured by Philip Lasater)

47

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Pretty impressive
We’re glad to see this because we are moving back to Montgomery
Love opening Boultier up like proposal
Lynda Wool reported all her hearing indicated a lot of openness and receptivity with very positive comments and she had
heard no negative comments
These things must be started now
Tone down the look of the future Boultier development – it needs a simpler look – the commenter was not impressed with the
references made to beachfront developments and did not think the drawings were reflective and in keeping with the current
character
Concern about safety of sidewalk diners in vicinity of the proposed round about
Excited to see drawings – great to think Boultier could look like that
Hope it can happen in my lifetime
Love round about
Really like thought given to trees – our summers are long and brutal
My personal observations were not included but would be these:
I am very much in favor of calming traffic and like the round about approach. (I would interject that the Garden District being
successful in facilitating the return of our streets to two way with traffic calming measures will likewise reduce the demand for
the Woodley rapid traffic flow at 5 Points in Cloverdale as well) I am very much in favor of enhancing the interest of one to
become pedestrian and then work to reward the pedestrian experience. Working with what you have like the Bud’s Alley and
the Boultier throughway to Woodley are as well conceived as I can currently imagine. The live/work/play idea proposed in the
new development is one I am very much in favor of. If continuous awnings that shade from sun and rain can be incorporated
that do not hide and unduly darken the sidewalk area could be a nice idea. Tying the green spaces and parking together with
appropriate tree plantings will be a nice enhancement.
Hope this helped accomplish the objective of the role. Enjoyed observing the enthusiasm and optimism about the possibilities
for a plan to get underway – may the momentum build flow!

(transcribed by Lynne Zaris)
•
•
•
•
•
•

Like green space that’s not walled but terraced to street with steps to sit on
Very excited – just hope I live long enough!
Love the round about
How are businesses going to handle deliveries, load/unload antiques, etc.?
Limit new construction to only 2-story, not three
Keep lighting close to the ground, not high in the air
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Woodley reminds me of King Street in Charleston
Needs to feel like a village, not Disneyland
Simple designs not far from existing
Respect residents that adjoin commercial area
Keep and improve tree canopy; remove NO trees for parking
Leave cars elsewhere and provide trolleys
So exciting – a chance to make Cloverdale an even greater community
Business interests were heard too much (too much weight given to their opinions)
Slow the traffic

(transcribed by Sandra Nickel)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One very positive comment about the “English village look”
Exciting to think we will actually have street trees and street trash receptacles!
Amazed by “Bud’s alley!”
The traffic circle idea is fantastic
Really like the connectedness of Fairview and Woodley
Use a “valet golf cart” drive by security guard to deliver folks to parking areas late
Prefer limiting construction to 2-story vs. overwhelming existing residential scale with 3-story
Don’t want to be 90 when it happens (said by 51-year-old)
Respect integrity of existing residential housing (concern re proposed new construction on south side of Woodley will
overwhelm if 3-story or too massive)
No tree removal
No paved parking or lighting on rear of structures built on south side of Woodley
Mixed use very important
Being pedestrian friendly is the key

Sandra’s personal observation: Upon reflection, I have some concern re the potential impact on the 1000 block of Fairview if we
introduce a heavy dose of English-influence architecture. What happens to our somewhat pure 20’s/30’s look?

______________________________
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Sound Off!! Flier Suggestions
These comments are in response to the following prompt:
In a series of meetings, Cloverdale business owners and property owners have identified these ten issues. We invite your
comment on any or all!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
#1

Building Usage and Zoning (What additional businesses would you like to see and would you support in the
neighborhood?)
Business Operational Needs (Such as out of site area for trash pickup)
Pedestrian Movement (Such as more connection between Fairview and Woodley)
Community Spaces (Like “Give us back our mailbox!)
Building facades (Continuous awnings to provide protection from weather?)
Automobile Movement (Speed, volume, etc.)
Parking (More? Less? Valet? Etc)
Signage (Directional, “You’re in Cloverdale,” standardization, etc.)
Utilities (Bury/reroute power lines, neighborhood wireless network, etc.)
Interaction with Huntingdon College (Stronger pedestrian link to campus)

1. Something for young children. In Idlewild area many are 1st family homes with young children.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7. More parking (could Huntingdon donate some yard such as Cloverdale school?)
8.
9. Yes
10.
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I agree/support all of the above. Thank you!
#2
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Anything but a franchise. PLEASE! I would support a small food market, other restaurants, stationery shops, b&b,
professional businesses. Keep Capitol Books! Residences are nice, too.
Crosswalks and nicer sidewalks would be great. And yes, please connect Fairview and Woodley. Slower traffic! Bike
racks and bike lanes!
Trees, please! The parking is necessary, I know, but would be more attractive if there were trees here and there.
A concern of mine is that our beautiful yet worn storefronts would become new and perfect. I very much dislike the
newness of East Montgomery. These areas of Cloverdale have old character and should look a little old. Please, this
new development should be made of “real” materials (no fake stucco, other cheap materials)
Parking should be hidden, if possible. No valet, please! Too uppity!
Business signage, currently, is just fine, with the exception of Stonehenge. Ugly! LOVE the idea of the Capri looking
the way it did originally.

9.
10.

#3
Nice vocabulary words and themes that were used tonight:
buildings, uses, bicycles, town center, That’s us!

fabric, pedestrian respect, neighborhood, diverse/mix of

A rising tide lifts all boats.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Derk’s needs more groceries. Expand north, up Graham Street.
(expletive) Wal-Mart.
Frequent cheesestick program at Tomatino’s, plus keg beer.

Outside neighborhood slightly, I know.

No
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7.
8.
9.
10.

Ask employees and college staff to park behind the old high school, not in prime spots on Fairview.
No backlit signs.
Yes, bury the lines.

We read two books by Kuntsler. “Home From Nowhere” and another of a similar title. New urbanism. Walkable. Local
businesses. Good mix of houses, apartments.
Isn’t it odd that everyone here is white? What about bringing ASU into the neighborhood?
Buy out Parker-Smith, demolish – green space.
Speed/lack of sidewalks between Cloverdale Park/Cloverdale Road/Five Points.
Can you let Big Mo stand at Five Points and wave?
Other ideas: City library? Post office?
*** Go to the East Side. Take a good look. Then promise not to repeat that disaster.
**** Y’all have some really good plans, philosophies. Thank you!
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APPENDIX I. RESOLUTION OF OLD CLOVERDALE BUSINESS COALITION
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APPENDIX J. RESOLUTION OF HISTORIC SOUTHVIEW, INC.
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